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Synopsis

Is there still a place for the farm in todaya ™s America?The family farm lies at the heart of our
national identity, yet its future is in peril. Rick Hammond grew up on a small ranch, and for forty
years he has raised cattle and crops on his wifed ™s fifth-generation homestead in York County,
Nebraska, in hopes of passing it on to their four children. But as the handoff nears, their small family
farma «and their entire way of lifea «are under siege. Rising corporate ownership of land and
livestock is forcing small farmers to get bigger and bigger, assuming more debt and more risk. At
the same time, after nearly a decade of record-high corn and soybean prices, the bottom has
dropped out of the markets, making it ever harder for small farmers to shoulder their loans. All the
while, the Hammonds are confronted by encroaching pipelines, groundwater depletion, climate
change, and shifting trade policies. Far from an isolated refuge beyond the reach of global events,
the family farm is increasingly at the crossroads of emerging technologies and international detente.
Following the Hammonds from harvest to harvest, Ted Genoways explores this rapidly changing
landscape of small, traditional farming operations, mapping as it unfolds day to day. This Blessed
Earth is both a concise exploration of the history of the American small farm and a vivid, nuanced

portrait of one familya ™s fight to preserve their legacy and the life they love. 8 pages of illustrations
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Customer Reviews

a ceThis Blessed Earth is a sort of universal story of family farmers and all theya ™re up against in
their efforts to take care of the land and make a living from it. It4 ™s also a crash course in the

history that brought us to this place of corporate power, shrinking resources, and a changing



climate. But it plants seeds of hope as the next generation prepares to inherit the family land and all
the joys and challenges that come with it. This book is an invitation to all who care about family
farmersa -which after all is all of us, since we all eat!a « - Willie Nelson, founder and president of
Farm Aida celtd ™s not fair to claim that you are concerned about the countrya ™s food system
unless you truly understand the millions of unsung conventional family farmers who produce our
corn, soybeans, and beef. Genoways portrays just such a family in a book that is factual, rich in
history, and filled with characters you will come to know as friends. He writes with an investigative
journalista ™s mind and a poeta ™s soul.a ¢ - Barry Estabrook, author of Tomatoland and Pig
Talesa ceTed Genoways brings a lifetime of knowledge to the complex story of modern agriculture.
His depth of understanding is evident on every page as he follows the Hammonds through a year
on their Nebraska farm, examining the way they are not only at the behest of traditional challenges
such as weather and time but also subject to international trade agreements, worldwide competition,
and the challenges of scale. In This Blessed Earth, Genoways masterfully illustrates the costs and
demands of such a life, and beautifully renders the endurance and dignity of those who have
chosen it.a « - Jane Brox, author of Clearing Landa ceEveryone who eats in America should read
this lyrical and often heartbreaking book about life on a modern American farm. It will change the
way you look at what is on your plate.a ¢ - Ruth Reichl, New York Times best-selling author of My
Kitchen Yeara ceFarming, family, and food all come together in this beautifully written story of what it
takes to work this blessed earth.a < - Tom Colicchio, chef and co-founder of Food Policy

Actiona celn an impressive and compelling work of literary journalism, Ted Genoways dives deep
into the heart of an American farm family, illuminating critical issues troubling our complex food
production system. But he also describes in intimate detail the very human struggles of the

worké <between husband and wife, parent and child, father-in-law and son-in-lawa «n one family
committed to growing our food and passing the work on to the next generation.a « - Michael
Ruhlman, author of Grocery: The Buying and Selling of Food in Americad ceGenoways writes of the
environmental damage wrought by pesticides and overwatering, the risks of genetically modified
seed, and the harm of flooding global grain markets with cheap corn. American farming frequently
receives tough criticism on these points. The beauty of This Blessed Earth is to understand them
from a groweréa ™s perspective.a ¢ - Outsidea ceUnique....captures the complex reality of farmers in
America today both in terms of the future of the industry and of their everyday lives. It is an
unvarnished portrait striking for both its depth and humanity.a - - Publishers Weekly (starred
review)a ceA master at portraying the unique qualities of Midwestern life.4 « -

Kirkusé ceCompelling....This Blessed Earth is a cogent, well-reported examination of the forces



putting the family farm at risk.a « - Booklist

Ted Genoways is an acclaimed journalist and author of The Chain: Farm, Factory, and the Fate of
Our Food. A contributing editor at Mother Jones, the New Republic, and Pacific Standard, he is the
winner of a National Press Club Award and the James Aronson Award for Social Justice Journalism,
and is a two-time James Beard Foundation Award finalist. He has received fellowships from the
NEA and the Guggenheim Foundation. A fourth-generation Nebraskan, Genoways lives outside

Lincoln with his wife, Mary Anne Andrei, and their son.
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